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we have purposely chosen them, for that reason,
as examples of Mr. Tennyson's manner.    But
that is not because we think that such is the
case with him generally.    On the contrary, we
hold that, in the work that is most distinctive of
him, the thought is as profound as the manner
is fine and perfect.    What we have wished to
illustrate has been this.    Let thought with Mr.
Tennyson be either profound or shallow, he has
always, in expressing it, two aims present.   One
is to express the thought ; the other is to con-
nect  with the expression some  added literary
pleasure.    He is perpetually offering his audi-
ence a large bribe to listen to him.     It is to
his astonishing skill in- this way that much of
his success is due.    Sometimes, indeed, the skill
overreaches  its  own   object.     He  refines, his
verbal workmanship to the verge of weakness,
and his allusion and imagery sometimes produce
obscurity.    But take him for all in all, he ranks
the first of English poets in making the act of
expression a luxury and a perfect ornament.

To sum up, then, what we have thus far
observed about him, his chief characteristics
amount to these. In the first place, he is a man
of wide intellectual grasp. He has understood